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What is a De La Salle Christian Brother? What does it
mean to live as a Brother? Young men from Lasallian schools
explore this unique life on the Senior Vocations Retreat.

Writer:  J. A. Gray
Photos:  Brother James Joost, FSC

Fishes Awards honor extraordinary charitable
works and raise funds for the programs of Catholic
Charities and Catholic Youth Organization.

 As the program for the event put it, “By
directly serving
our youth, by
partnering with
Lasallian educa-
tors in underde-
veloped areas,
and by establish-
ing the Lasallian
Education Fund,
the De La Salle
Christian
Brothers and
their many
partners in the
District of San
Francisco are
helping to create
new communi-
ties of educa-
tional endeavor,
in which lives
can be trans-
formed and
young people can reach their full potential intellec-
tually, morally, and spiritually.”

Brother David Brennan accepted the award
and described to the audience the new Lasallian
Education Fund’s mission to raise a substantial
endowment to provide scholarship funds so that
more underserved youth can attend Lasallian
schools and programs both in the District and
throughout the world.

San Miguel Catholic High School, Tucson
Progress continues on the new school that will

serve students on the south side of Tucson, Arizona.
A press conference in Tucson on May 9 introduced
the school’s President and Principal and the
facility’s architectural design and master plan.
Greg VanderZanden has been named President of
San Miguel Catholic High School effective July 1,
2003. VanderZanden has been President of La Salle
High School in Milwaukie, Oregon, since 1997, and
was honored in 2001, along with Jerry Bitz, incom-
ing Board Chair for De La Salle North Catholic
High School in Portland, as a Lasallian Educator of
the Year at the Huether Workshop in Chicago for
his work in establishing De La Salle North Catho-
lic.

Appointed by VanderZanden as Principal of
San Miguel Catholic is Brother Nick Gonzalez,

FSC.  Brother Nick is a member of the New
Orleans-Santa Fe District. Brother Nick brings to
San Miguel his dedication to students from work-
ing-class and poor families, a passion for quality

and excellence in
education, and a
deep appreciation of
his vocation as a
Brother and
Lasallian educator.
The appointment of
Brother Nick
reflects a collabora-
tion taking place
between the Dis-
tricts of San Fran-
cisco and New
Orleans-Santa Fe at
San Miguel Catholic
High. The school
will be a member of
the San Miguel
Network of schools,
as well as a member
of the national
Cristo Rey Network,
making use of the

corporate internship model developed at Cristo Rey
in Chicago and also in use at De La Salle North
Catholic in Portland. San Miguel will open in the
fall of 2004 with a freshman class of approximately
100 students.

The Web site of San Miguel Catholic High
School is www.sanmiguelhigh.com.

Diamond and Golden Jubilees
In 2003 the District celebrates two jubilees:

75 years in religious life for Brother Timothy
Diener, and 50 years for Brother Christian
Conners.

Brother Timothy Diener was born Anthony
George Diener in 1910 in New Jersey. In 1918 his
family moved to Los Angeles, where he graduated
from Cathedral High School. He joined the Chris-
tian Brothers in 1928, attended Saint Mary’s
College, and then taught chemistry and other
subjects at Christian Brothers High School in
Sacramento and Saint Mary’s College High School
in Berkeley. In 1935 he was assigned to work at the
new winery at Mont La Salle. Brother John
Hoffman at age 23 was in charge of the winery, and
Brother Timothy at age 25 was his assistant. Offi-
cially the “wine chemist,” he was also ditch digger,
hose dragger, tank scrubber, truck driver, and
cement mixer as he began what would become half

YYoung men whose hearts have been
 touched by the possibility of meeting God
in a life of educational service shared

   through and supported by community
living and prayer are invited by the District of San
Francisco to explore the vocation of the De La Salle
Christian Brother in many ways.

One such exploration takes place at the
annual Lasallian Vocation Retreat for Seniors. Here
young men from our schools gather to discuss and
reflect on God’s invitation to a meaningful life, the
elements of faith, service, and community in the
Lasallian call, and the process and challenges of
deepening one’s Lasallian vocation in college,
especially in an openness to the exploration of a
vocation as Brother.

This year’s retreat at Mont La Salle
(January 31-February 2) brought together 11
students drawn from Christian Brothers High in

Sacramento, Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep in San
Francisco, Cathedral High in Los Angeles, Justin-
Siena High in Napa, and La Salle High in Pasa-
dena. Also taking part were four faculty and staff,
one Postulant, one Contact, and several Brothers.

(From left, front) Martin Garcia,
Mark Wilker, Joseph Saranglao,
Andy Lee, Mario Ortega;
(middle) Joel Estrada, Brandon
Birr; (back) Erik Barragan,
Ryan Resurrecion, Brad Tucker,
Lauro Mora

(from top left) Brother John Hoover, FSC, Erik
Barragan, Ryan Resurrecion, Joel Estrada,
Joseph Saranglao, Brandon Birr

Brother David Brennan, FSC accepts the Loaves and Fishes Award
from Archbishop Levada (left) and Brian Cahill, director of Catholic
Charities (right).
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District Chapter Meets
Every four years the Brothers of the San Francisco

District meet in Chapter. The meetings of the 11th
Chapter took place in October 2002 and January 2003.

The Chapter approved unanimously and in their
entirety the proceedings of the District Assembly on
Mission held in July-August 2002 (see last issue of
Signs of Faith). The propositions and reports generated
by the Assembly will guide the district in its
educational mission.

By vote, the Brothers of the District expressed
their preference for Brother Stanislaus Campbell, FSC,
to become the next Visitor, and Brother Stanislaus has
been appointed by Superior General Álvaro Rodríguez
Echeverría to a four-year term as Visitor that begins on

July 1, 2003. For the post of
Auxiliary Visitor, Brother
Stanislaus recommended
Brother Thomas Jones, FSC,
and Brother Álvaro has
appointed Brother Thomas to
that post effective July 1.

Brother Stanislaus, a
native of Oakland, California,
and a Christian Brother since
1954, is a graduate of Saint
Mary’s College in Moraga
and holds advanced degrees
in theology and liturgy,
including a doctorate from
the University of Notre
Dame. He has been a teacher
in high school and college

and is a former director of both the scholasticate and the
novitiate for the District. Since 1995, he has served the

District as Auxiliary
Visitor and Director
of Formation.

Brother Thomas
was born in Fresno,
California, and joined
the Christian Broth-
ers in 1963. A holder
of advanced degrees
in psychology and a
licensed psychologist,
he has taught at Saint
Mary’s College High
School in Berkeley
and De La Salle High
School in Concord,
and since 1995 has been District Coordinator of
Continuing Formation.

Outgoing Brother Visitor David Brennan said
in announcing the appointments to the District: “I
know you will join me in assuring Brother
Stanislaus of our prayers…. Together as a District
we will have a renewed sense of being faithful to all
the dimensions of our vocation and a determination
to meet the challenges of our educational mission.”

“Outstanding Community Organization”
The District of San Francisco was honored by

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of San
Francisco as “Outstanding Community
Organization for 2003.” The award was presented
by Most Reverend William J. Levada, Archbishop
of San Francisco, at the sixth annual Loaves and
Fishes Dinner on March 8, 2003. The Loaves and
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 Catholic Charities of San Francisco, Brother James Joost, FSC

NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE AND MINISTRIES IN THE LASALLIAN FAMILY

OF THE DISTRICT OF SAN FRANCISCO.

Here are
some state-
ments from
the students
as they
reflected
on their
three-day
experience:

 A “The
Brothers’
dedication to
their beliefs

and values inspires me. They set a wonderful
example for all people who want to live a life of
faith.”

 A “I really like the diversity in character. Not all
Brothers are the same. Their personalities and their
interaction with Brothers, teachers and students
really attract and inspire me.”

 A “The thing that I find most inspiring is the
desire to teach those who are less fortunate.”

 A “The discussion with those people in the
process of formation, such as the Contact,
Postulant, and temporarily professed, helped me
know the steps of being a Brother.”

 A “The most helpful aspects of the retreat were
those times of prayer and recreation. Prayer
allowed us to focus on where our life was taking us.

(from left) Mario Ortega,
Lauro Mora, Chris Berghout

Aspirant Anton Taruc, a Saint
Mary’s College student, talks with
Brother Charles Brett, FSC, at the
February retreat. On April 22,
Brother Charles died, at the age of
89, in his 71st year of religious life.

“This is my vision of the Brother today. He is:

   A visible sacrament of God's love;

   A builder and a witness of fraternity in a divided world – an expression of

       community as mission;

   Available and mobile in function of the mission -- a "Brother without borders";

   A spiritual companion;

   The memory of the charism for other members of the Lasallian family;

   Open to universal love, with a free and open heart;

   Committed, creative, and close to young people who are poor and at-risk;

   A catechist and evangelist by vocation.”

- Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, FSC, Superior General
From his letter on “The Brother’s Vocation Today”

(from left ) Andy Lee, Mark Wilker,
Brother Joseph Fabiano, FSC

Recreation allowed us to
get to know one another.”

 A “The aspect of the
retreat that was most
helpful was the Q&A
discussion of the attrac-
tions and challenges of the
Christian Brothers
lifestyle.”

 A “The retreat was fun and meaningful to me and I
made some new
friends who are
part of the
Lasallian schools in
other places.”

 A “Thank you for
a wonderfully
fulfilling experi-
ence. Keep up the
good work.”

Brother James Joost,
FSC, Director of
Vocation Ministry, is at
(925) 381-8399 or
by e-mail at
FSCinSF@earthlink.net
or go to
www.delasalle.org and
click on “vocations.”   ■

Brother Stanislaus Campbell, FSC

Brother Thomas Jones, FSC


