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District Chapter Meets
Every four years the Brothers of the San Francisco

District meet in Chapter. The meetings of the 11th
Chapter took place in October 2002 and January 2003.

The Chapter approved unanimously and in their
entirety the proceedings of the District Assembly on
Mission held in July-August 2002 (see last issue of
Signs of Faith). The propositions and reports generated
by the Assembly will guide the district in its
educational mission.

By vote, the Brothers of the District expressed
their preference for Brother Stanislaus Campbell, FSC,
to become the next Visitor, and Brother Stanislaus has
been appointed by Superior General Álvaro Rodríguez
Echeverría to a four-year term as Visitor that begins on

July 1, 2003. For the post of
Auxiliary Visitor, Brother
Stanislaus recommended
Brother Thomas Jones, FSC,
and Brother Álvaro has
appointed Brother Thomas to
that post effective July 1.

Brother Stanislaus, a
native of Oakland, California,
and a Christian Brother since
1954, is a graduate of Saint
Mary’s College in Moraga
and holds advanced degrees
in theology and liturgy,
including a doctorate from
the University of Notre
Dame. He has been a teacher
in high school and college

and is a former director of both the scholasticate and the
novitiate for the District. Since 1995, he has served the

District as Auxiliary
Visitor and Director
of Formation.

Brother Thomas
was born in Fresno,
California, and joined
the Christian Broth-
ers in 1963. A holder
of advanced degrees
in psychology and a
licensed psychologist,
he has taught at Saint
Mary’s College High
School in Berkeley
and De La Salle High
School in Concord,
and since 1995 has been District Coordinator of
Continuing Formation.

Outgoing Brother Visitor David Brennan said
in announcing the appointments to the District: “I
know you will join me in assuring Brother
Stanislaus of our prayers…. Together as a District
we will have a renewed sense of being faithful to all
the dimensions of our vocation and a determination
to meet the challenges of our educational mission.”

“Outstanding Community Organization”
The District of San Francisco was honored by

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of San
Francisco as “Outstanding Community
Organization for 2003.” The award was presented
by Most Reverend William J. Levada, Archbishop
of San Francisco, at the sixth annual Loaves and
Fishes Dinner on March 8, 2003. The Loaves and
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NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE AND MINISTRIES IN THE LASALLIAN FAMILY

OF THE DISTRICT OF SAN FRANCISCO.

Here are
some state-
ments from
the students
as they
reflected
on their
three-day
experience:

 A “The
Brothers’
dedication to
their beliefs

and values inspires me. They set a wonderful
example for all people who want to live a life of
faith.”

 A “I really like the diversity in character. Not all
Brothers are the same. Their personalities and their
interaction with Brothers, teachers and students
really attract and inspire me.”

 A “The thing that I find most inspiring is the
desire to teach those who are less fortunate.”

 A “The discussion with those people in the
process of formation, such as the Contact,
Postulant, and temporarily professed, helped me
know the steps of being a Brother.”

 A “The most helpful aspects of the retreat were
those times of prayer and recreation. Prayer
allowed us to focus on where our life was taking us.

(from left) Mario Ortega,
Lauro Mora, Chris Berghout

Aspirant Anton Taruc, a Saint
Mary’s College student, talks with
Brother Charles Brett, FSC, at the
February retreat. On April 22,
Brother Charles died, at the age of
89, in his 71st year of religious life.

“This is my vision of the Brother today. He is:

   A visible sacrament of God's love;

   A builder and a witness of fraternity in a divided world – an expression of

       community as mission;

   Available and mobile in function of the mission -- a "Brother without borders";

   A spiritual companion;

   The memory of the charism for other members of the Lasallian family;

   Open to universal love, with a free and open heart;

   Committed, creative, and close to young people who are poor and at-risk;

   A catechist and evangelist by vocation.”

- Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, FSC, Superior General
From his letter on “The Brother’s Vocation Today”

(from left ) Andy Lee, Mark Wilker,
Brother Joseph Fabiano, FSC

Recreation allowed us to
get to know one another.”

 A “The aspect of the
retreat that was most
helpful was the Q&A
discussion of the attrac-
tions and challenges of the
Christian Brothers
lifestyle.”

 A “The retreat was fun and meaningful to me and I
made some new
friends who are
part of the
Lasallian schools in
other places.”

 A “Thank you for
a wonderfully
fulfilling experi-
ence. Keep up the
good work.”

Brother James Joost,
FSC, Director of
Vocation Ministry, is at
(925) 381-8399 or
by e-mail at
FSCinSF@earthlink.net
or go to
www.delasalle.org and
click on “vocations.”   ■

Brother Stanislaus Campbell, FSC

Brother Thomas Jones, FSC
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What is a De La Salle Christian Brother? What does it
mean to live as a Brother? Young men from Lasallian schools
explore this unique life on the Senior Vocations Retreat.
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Fishes Awards honor extraordinary charitable
works and raise funds for the programs of Catholic
Charities and Catholic Youth Organization.

 As the program for the event put it, “By
directly serving
our youth, by
partnering with
Lasallian educa-
tors in underde-
veloped areas,
and by establish-
ing the Lasallian
Education Fund,
the De La Salle
Christian
Brothers and
their many
partners in the
District of San
Francisco are
helping to create
new communi-
ties of educa-
tional endeavor,
in which lives
can be trans-
formed and
young people can reach their full potential intellec-
tually, morally, and spiritually.”

Brother David Brennan accepted the award
and described to the audience the new Lasallian
Education Fund’s mission to raise a substantial
endowment to provide scholarship funds so that
more underserved youth can attend Lasallian
schools and programs both in the District and
throughout the world.

San Miguel Catholic High School, Tucson
Progress continues on the new school that will

serve students on the south side of Tucson, Arizona.
A press conference in Tucson on May 9 introduced
the school’s President and Principal and the
facility’s architectural design and master plan.
Greg VanderZanden has been named President of
San Miguel Catholic High School effective July 1,
2003. VanderZanden has been President of La Salle
High School in Milwaukie, Oregon, since 1997, and
was honored in 2001, along with Jerry Bitz, incom-
ing Board Chair for De La Salle North Catholic
High School in Portland, as a Lasallian Educator of
the Year at the Huether Workshop in Chicago for
his work in establishing De La Salle North Catho-
lic.

Appointed by VanderZanden as Principal of
San Miguel Catholic is Brother Nick Gonzalez,

FSC.  Brother Nick is a member of the New
Orleans-Santa Fe District. Brother Nick brings to
San Miguel his dedication to students from work-
ing-class and poor families, a passion for quality

and excellence in
education, and a
deep appreciation of
his vocation as a
Brother and
Lasallian educator.
The appointment of
Brother Nick
reflects a collabora-
tion taking place
between the Dis-
tricts of San Fran-
cisco and New
Orleans-Santa Fe at
San Miguel Catholic
High. The school
will be a member of
the San Miguel
Network of schools,
as well as a member
of the national
Cristo Rey Network,
making use of the

corporate internship model developed at Cristo Rey
in Chicago and also in use at De La Salle North
Catholic in Portland. San Miguel will open in the
fall of 2004 with a freshman class of approximately
100 students.

The Web site of San Miguel Catholic High
School is www.sanmiguelhigh.com.

Diamond and Golden Jubilees
In 2003 the District celebrates two jubilees:

75 years in religious life for Brother Timothy
Diener, and 50 years for Brother Christian
Conners.

Brother Timothy Diener was born Anthony
George Diener in 1910 in New Jersey. In 1918 his
family moved to Los Angeles, where he graduated
from Cathedral High School. He joined the Chris-
tian Brothers in 1928, attended Saint Mary’s
College, and then taught chemistry and other
subjects at Christian Brothers High School in
Sacramento and Saint Mary’s College High School
in Berkeley. In 1935 he was assigned to work at the
new winery at Mont La Salle. Brother John
Hoffman at age 23 was in charge of the winery, and
Brother Timothy at age 25 was his assistant. Offi-
cially the “wine chemist,” he was also ditch digger,
hose dragger, tank scrubber, truck driver, and
cement mixer as he began what would become half

YYoung men whose hearts have been
 touched by the possibility of meeting God
in a life of educational service shared

   through and supported by community
living and prayer are invited by the District of San
Francisco to explore the vocation of the De La Salle
Christian Brother in many ways.

One such exploration takes place at the
annual Lasallian Vocation Retreat for Seniors. Here
young men from our schools gather to discuss and
reflect on God’s invitation to a meaningful life, the
elements of faith, service, and community in the
Lasallian call, and the process and challenges of
deepening one’s Lasallian vocation in college,
especially in an openness to the exploration of a
vocation as Brother.

This year’s retreat at Mont La Salle
(January 31-February 2) brought together 11
students drawn from Christian Brothers High in

Sacramento, Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep in San
Francisco, Cathedral High in Los Angeles, Justin-
Siena High in Napa, and La Salle High in Pasa-
dena. Also taking part were four faculty and staff,
one Postulant, one Contact, and several Brothers.

(From left, front) Martin Garcia,
Mark Wilker, Joseph Saranglao,
Andy Lee, Mario Ortega;
(middle) Joel Estrada, Brandon
Birr; (back) Erik Barragan,
Ryan Resurrecion, Brad Tucker,
Lauro Mora

(from top left) Brother John Hoover, FSC, Erik
Barragan, Ryan Resurrecion, Joel Estrada,
Joseph Saranglao, Brandon Birr

Brother David Brennan, FSC accepts the Loaves and Fishes Award
from Archbishop Levada (left) and Brian Cahill, director of Catholic
Charities (right).
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a century of devotion to winemaking as a source of
funding for education. An honored pioneer in the
Napa Valley wine industry, Brother Timothy has
long been fond of quoting Ben Franklin’s observa-
tion that wine is “a constant proof that God loves us
and loves to see us happy.” Brother Timothy was
cellarmaster of Mont La Salle Vineyards until 1987.
The winery business was sold in 1989, and in that
same year Brother Timothy retired to the
Provincialate Community at Mont La Salle in
Napa, where he is
an active gardener.

Brother
Christian Conners,
born Victor Harold
Conners, is of
Chilean and Scots
descent. Born in
1912, he is a native
Californian and a
lifelong Catholic. As
a young man during
the Great Depres-
sion he worked
many jobs: He was
an elevator operator
and a railroad
worker; he poured
cement for the piers of the Golden Gate Bridge; and
he finally became a mapmaker in a county assessor’s
office. In World War II he joined the Navy as a
“Seabee” (Construction Battalion member) and
served two years in the Pacific, building airstrips
and experiencing bombing and combat. Getting to
know a native family in Polynesia, he later reflected
that he “was seeing Christ in them,” but not until
1950, while on a retreat in California with the
Knights of Columbus, did he sense the possibility of

Brother Christian Conners, FSC

a vocation to religious life. He joined the Christian
Brothers in 1953, earned a degree in philosophy at
Saint Mary’s College, and was assigned to the new
La Salle High School in Pasadena for ten years,
where he was supervisor of maintenance. His
longest service was 23 years at Saint Mary’s College
in Moraga, working as director of the library’s
media center and also as volunteer infirmarian for
several older Brothers. Brother Christian retired in
1983, and in 1992 he joined the Holy Family
Community at Mont La Salle in Napa.

In Memoriam
In recent months our Lasallian family has bid

a final farewell to six Brothers, men of varied
talents and dispositions, men from different back-
grounds and of diverse interests, who gave a
cumulative 270 years of dedication to religious life
and to Lasallian education. These departed Broth-
ers are buried in the Brothers’ cemetery at Mont La
Salle in Napa.  “Eternal rest grant unto them, and
let perpetual light shine upon them.”

Brother Bertram Coleman, died October 9,
2002, aged 88, in his 71st year as a Christian
Brother.

Brother Andrew Steele, died October 16,
2002, aged 66, in his 49th year as a Christian
Brother.

Brother Jerome West, died December 1,
2002, aged 84, in his 67th year as a Christian
Brother.

Brother Ignatius Kenny, died April 9, 2003,
aged 93, in his 78th year as a Christian Brother.

Brother Charles Brett, died April 22, 2003,
aged 89, in his 70th year as a Christian Brother.

Brother Norman Cook, died May 4, 2003,
aged 74, in his 56th year as a Christian Brother.

Brother Timothy Diener, FSC
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A TIME OF LEARNING AND CHALLENGE

                 his is my last “Visitor’s Letter” to the readers of Signs of Faith, as my second
    term as Visitor of the District of San Francisco is drawing to a close. It has
    been a privilege for me to serve as Visitor for the past eight years and to work

with many of you to identify our mission, implement our vision, focus our resources,
and face the challenges of the times.

A principal challenge we identified early on was the need to develop long-range
strategic plans that emphasize the gifts and charism of our Institute. Together we have
risen to that challenge. Our District Convocations in 1998 and 1999, and the District
Assembly on Mission in 2002, have given us Brothers and Partners insight into our
mission and have resulted in visionary goals and concrete plans for action to achieve
them. In schools throughout the District, local action plans have been formulated, and
serious campaigns have been undertaken to fund upgrades in facilities and increases in

scholarship aid. The contributions of Trustees, Presidents, and Principals have been numerous, and the continued
commitment of teachers, staff, parents, alumni, and all donors and supporters has been indispensable.

Though the cost of providing first-rate, college preparatory, Catholic and Lasallian education is always
rising, the demand for — indeed, the yearning for — this education is also on the rise. Together we have reached
out to communities where educational opportunities are lacking, using innovative means to make education
accessible in neighborhoods where it is badly needed. The roster of such educational programs established in recent
years includes Latino Adult Institute in Napa, La Salle High School in Yakima, De La Salle North Catholic High
School in Portland, De Marillac Middle School in San Francisco, and San Miguel Catholic High School in Tucson,
Arizona, set to open in 2004. To support and secure these programs, we have worked hard to develop the local
partnerships — with other religious congregations, with Catholic universities and colleges, with community groups,
and with civic and business leaders — that are crucial to success.

A Visitor’s role is as much pastoral as administrative, and it has been a pleasure for me to get to know
personally so many people involved in Lasallian education, and to experience firsthand your care and concern for
me and for the Brothers. The enthusiastic response to new opportunities for Partners to become knowledgeable
about the principles of Lasallian education and the life of Saint John Baptist de La Salle has been gratifying, and
wholehearted participation in such programs as the Lasallian Leadership Institute, the Buttimer Institute, and the
Religious Studies Institute has helped us all to become more deeply informed about the mission we share.

Much has been accomplished in the past few years:  Contacts among Lasallian institutions in the District
have been multiplied; links between this District and Lasallian works in other lands have been increased; the role of
Partners in setting the direction of our educational mission has been strengthened; and our commitment to the poor
has been deepened by such means as the 5% Plan for tuition assistance. Of course, great challenges lie ahead.
Among our chief challenges for the immediate future are increasing our commitment to the education of the poor,
and increasing the number of young men who will discover the satisfactions of a vocation as a Christian Brother.

What I wrote in the first issue of this magazine remains true: “This is a time of learning and challenge for us.
We need to have the same courage and boldness that John Baptist de La Salle had when he said YES to that
insistent voice of the spirit within him to do something radically different about the way poor young people were
educated or, even worse, were abandoned without any formal education at all.”

I think that the collaborative work of recent years has led us into a new and promising era, an era of mutual
trust between Brothers and Partners, a trust based on our shared commitment to the Lasallian mission. Guided by
the District’s Action Plan and by the Propositions and Reports from our 2002 District Assembly on Mission, we
face the future together with the energy and excitement that only a shared vision can supply.

This issue of Signs of Faith examines the crucial work that trustees do for our schools, interviews several
graduating seniors, gives brief news of our Lasallian family, provides a look at the senior vocations discernment
retreat, and continues the chronicle of our District’s history as we mark the 135th year since our founding. Through
all these stories, and through all 135 of years of our history, there runs a theme — a theme of serving youth by
bringing to them the transformative opportunities provided by Catholic, Lasallian education.

The young, the poor, the world, and the Church will continue to need the saving power of Lasallian
education. Thanks to our ability to work together, the District of San Francisco, with God’s help, will continue to
provide it.
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