
“I didn’t know that we were

doing all t h a t!” was the sentiment

most frequently expressed during

and after the District of San

Francisco’s extraordinary October

1998 Convocation. Many of the

nearly 600 participants clearly felt

they were present at an historic and

grace-filled moment, as Lasallian

educators from across the District

and around the world – Brothers,

faculty, administrators, staff, board

members, alumni, benefactors, and,

of course, students – forged a plan

to ensure the future strength and

focus of the District’s Lasallian mis-

sion. For some, it was the first time

they truly had a sense of the

breadth and depth of the Lasallian

world of which they are a part.

They were inspired to look more

closely at their connection to each

other and to the larger Lasallian

mission, in their own work and in

the international community. As the

Convocation ended, many

expressed a desire to take actions

that would keep the spirit of the

Convocation alive.

The District of San Francisco

is at the forefront of an international

movement to strengthen community,

collaboration, and commitment

within the Lasallian Family. Signs of

Faith – this new official publication

of the District – will strive to 

capture and reflect the spirit of that

movement. It will highlight the

multifaceted works that are 

supported by the District and share

stories of some of those whose lives

are changed, indeed “saved,”

through members of our Lasallian

family. It will celebrate m i s s i o n - b a s e d

initiatives and achievements, ones

that will inspire those of us who are

already Partners and motivate oth-

ers to join us – including young

men who will be called to take on

this work as Christian Brothers.

Sharing our stories is one of the

ways that lets us see how who we

a r e and what we dofits into the

world of which we are a part.

Stories energize and motivate us to

do the important work that still

needs to be done.

This first issue captures the

spirit of the October Convocation

and features several bold actions

that are part of a continuing com-

mitment within the District and

Lasallian programs worldwide (i.e.,

the International Institute) to r e a c h

out to the poorthrough programs

such as Lasallian Educational

Opportunities (LEO) in Oakland; to

connect new initiatives with existing

w o r k s ,as is the case with Saint

Joseph School and La Salle High

School in Washington’s Yakima

Valley; to share District resources and

expertise in support of international

v e n t u r e s ,such as supporting Saint

Mary’s College faculty to teach in

Africa; to develop in all of our 

students a commitment to serve the

poor and marginalizedas alumna

Carrie Kiskila is doing as a Lasallian

Volunteer in Chicago’s turbulent

South Side. 

We are pleased to bring you

these Signs of Faith.
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T h e  E d i t o r ’ s  L e t t e r
By Tom Bro w n

We Want  to Hear
F rom Yo u !

We want you to tell us about

individuals and pro g r a m s

that exemplify the Lasallian

mission at work. The next

issues of Signs of Faith w i l l

be Spring, 1999. There a f t e r,

t h ree issues will be published

each year (fall, winter, and

spring). Send your com-

ments and suggestions about

this and future issues to:

E - m a i l : s i g n s @ d l s i . o rg

Tel: 7 0 7 - 2 5 2 - 3 7 3 8

Mail: P.O. Box 3720

Napa, CA  

9 4 5 5 8 - 0 3 7 2

2 B r o t h e r  V i s i t o r ’ s  L e t t e r
Brother David Brennan, FSC, talks about the meaning of 

the Convocation.

4 R e - v i s i o n  t h e  V i s i o n
The Lasallian Educational Opportunities Center provides 

academic resources for students in Oakland and responds to

the signs of the times by offering new programs for adults.

8 K e n y a n  J o u r n a l  
Saint Mary’s College professors teach in Kenya with support

from the District.

1 1 F a c e s  o f  L a s a l l i a n
P a r t n e r s h i p :  D i s t r i c t
C o n v o c a t i o n  1 9 9 8
600 Lasallian educators from the District and around the

world gather to collaborate on the future.

17 V o i c e s

18 B r i d g i n g  t h e  G a p
New District Lasallian schools in Washington’s 

Yakima Valley collaborate to bring diverse communities closer

t o g e t h e r .
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Brothers of the Christian Schools
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Signs of Faith is distributed 
free of charge to those associated
with the educational mission of

the District of San Francisco and
to those who maintain 
an interest in the work 

of the District.

Cover Photo:  Brother José

Barajas, FSC, with students

at the LEO Center, story

page 4. Students pictured 

in clockwise direction 

are:  Keena Romano, 

Ruth Aguilar, 

Justin Landry, and 

Kareem Marshall.
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