
Archbishop Niederauer:
Marriage and the decision of the California State Supreme Court

In a recent decision the Supreme Court of the State of California ruled unconstitu-
tional an initiative passed by California voters eight years ago, defining marriage as 
“between one man and one woman.” In its opinion the Court majority declared same-sex 
marriage legal in this state.

I wish to state the belief and practice of the Catholic Church about 
marriage, to support the nature of marriage as a union between one 
man and one woman, and to guide Catholics in their response to this 
present issue and the media coverage given to it.

The Catholic Church teaches that God created the world and that 
marriage has a unique place in God’s creation and his gift of human life. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ expresses this belief in the Gospel of St. Matthew: 
“Have you not read that from the beginning the Creator ‘made them male 
and female’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 
So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore, what God has 
joined together, no human being must separate.” (19:5-6) 

The purposes of marriage, then, are the mutual loving support of 
husband and wife, and their service of human life by bringing children into the world 
and raising them with cherishing love and true wisdom.

This meaning of marriage is rooted in history and culture, and it has preceded the existence 
of any nation or state. Marriage is not a design of two persons, with no relationship to family 
and society. Society and civil authority are obliged to protect and support marriage and family 
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Serving San Francisco, Marin and the PeninsulaMarriage is a God-given institution 
to join a man and woman in nurturing 
and supporting new life and can only 
be harmed if it is redefined, several 
Catholic bishops have said in pastoral 
responses to the California Supreme 
Court’s ruling legalizing same-sex 
marriage.

“The meaning of marriage is deeply 
rooted in history and culture, and has 
been shaped considerably by Christian 
tradition. Its meaning is given, not con-
structed,” Cardinal Roger Mahony and 
the six other bishops of the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles wrote in a June 16 let-
ter.

“The state has a primary and fun-
damental obligation to protect and 
promote the family, which is rooted in 
marriage and sustained by it,” the Los 
Angeles statement continued.

“Some benefits currently sought 
by same-sex partners can already be 
obtained without regard to marital sta-
tus. For example, individuals can agree 
to own property jointly with another, 
and they can generally designate any-
one they choose to be a beneficiary of 
their will or to make health care deci-
sions in case they become incompetent. 
Other desired benefits such as sharing 
in a partner’s health insurance could 
be made available without the drastic 
step of a cultural or legal redefinition 
of marriage.

“Let us strengthen our resolve to 
respect the dignity of each human being 
and to protect the sanctity of marriage, 
asking God’s guidance in our efforts to 
promote the common good central to a 
free and democratic society.”

Also on June 16, the day the Supreme 
Court’s ruling took effect, Santa Rosa 

Bishop Daniel F. Walsh noted that mar-
riage is grounded in natural law and is 
not subject to social change.

“In the current situation,” he wrote, 
“some voices define marriage only in 
terms of ‘personal choice,’ as if mar-
riage were merely a design of two per-
sons – with nothing to do with family 
or society. Marriage is a relationship 
defined by nature, a reality which takes 
its origin in creation itself. Society does 
not create marriages, even though it sets 
parameters protecting it – such as the 
ban on polygamy and an age require-
ment to protect a mature decision to 
enter marriage. The state has a primary 
and fundamental obligation to protect 
and promote the family, which is rooted 
in marriage and sustained by it.

“Marriage between a man and a 
woman preceded the existence of the 
state. No mayor, legislature or judge can 
reconstruct what marriage essentially 
is. Marriage as a union of a man and 
a woman is an institution established 
by God at the moment of creation. The 
Church upholds this truth about the 
nature of marriage.

“We must strengthen our resolve 
to respect the dignity of each human 
being as well as to protect the sanctity 
of marriage.”

In a June 4 pastoral message, Bishop 
William K. Weigand and Bishop Jaime 
Soto of the Diocese of Sacramento 
called the decision to legalize same-
sex marriage “a profoundly disturbing 
matter.”

“No government can change the irre-
vocable order which God has inscribed 
in our nature,” the Sacramento bishops 
wrote. “That a same-sex union is not 

California Catholic bishops 
affirm sanctity of marriage 

Lasallian Youth Assembly members pitched in at the Lima Center of
St. Dominic Parish, San Francisco, on June 24. Above, Lima Center 

Volunteer Joyce Sonier gives high school students Antoinette Santos (left)
of Milwaukee, Ore. and Julie Cozzetto of Yakima, Wash. pointers on

prepping onions and mushrooms destined for the day’s Italian sausage
spaghetti lunch. The students were among 85 from western states to volunteer 

at several San Francisco outreach organizations.    SEE MORE BELOW.
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life, not to revise, redesign or alter them. Furthermore, it is not necessary to reinvent the institu-
tion of marriage in order to enable citizens to own property jointly, to designate a beneficiary 
or to choose someone to make health decisions when one cannot do so oneself. 

Nothing in the teaching of the Church about marriage is meant to be dis-
criminatory toward any person or persons. The Church teaches that every 
person is a child of God and must be treated with respect and dignity. Again 
and again the Catholic Church has stated that persons with a homosexual 
orientation must be accepted with respect, compassion and sensitivity, and 
that all forms of violence, scorn and hatred against women and men who 

are homosexual must be condemned. We believe that every person, regardless 
of sexual inclination, is called to holiness and should be encouraged to take an 
active role in the faith community and live according to its teachings.

In conclusion, I respectfully point out to those who govern us that the 
overwhelming majority of our sisters and brothers in the human family around 

the world define marriage as a union between one man and one woman and 
they value this meaning of marriage as part of the common moral heritage 
of humanity. More profoundly, for us as Catholic Christians, marriage 

between one man and one woman is the gift of a wise and loving Creator.

Most Rev. George H. Niederauer, Archbishop of San Francisco

NEXT ISSUE JULY 11June 27, 2008 SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS VOLUME 10  •  No. 20

INSIDE THIS WEEK’S EDITION
Senior living . . . . . . . . . 10-13

Guatemala report . . . . . 14-15

Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Scripture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Datebook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Classified ads . . . . . . . . 26-27
Father William Knapp 
marks diamond jubilee

~ Pages 13 ~

CCCYO family program 
moves to Guerrero House

~ Pages 25 ~

Hall of Fame inducts 
Catholic sports figures

~ Page 8 ~

( PH
O

T
O

 B
Y

 D
A

N
 M

O
R

R
IS

-Y
O

U
N

G
/C

A
T

H
O

L
IC

 S
A

N
 F

R
A

N
C

IS
C

O
)



20  Catholic San Francisco  June 27, 2008

Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul 
launches ‘Year of St. Paul’

I have often wondered how differently we 
might understand the role of our Holy Father 
if our tradition had seen him as the successor 
of both Peter and Paul, not just Peter. I am 
not, however, suggesting a new radical way of 
approaching one of our most cherished institu-
tions, but the reason this has often come to mind 
is that in many places, particularly in Rome 
itself, Paul gets equal billing with Peter. 

For example, in many artistic images of the 
Apostles, including one in the chapel of our own 
St. Patrick’s Seminary, St. Paul stands with Peter 
in the center of the group. In St. Peter’s Square 
in Rome, the Apostles and John the Baptist stand 
with Christ high above the front of St. Peter’s 
Basilica, but down below in the square itself are 
the large statues of both Peter and Paul.

Even the feast we celebrate this Sunday is 
not the feast of one or the other; remarkable 
considering Peter was the first of the Apostles 
and Paul was the great theologian of the New 
Testament. Indeed there is no single feast for 
Peter (except that of his chair – Feb. 22) or Paul 
(except that of his conversion – Jan. 25). Rather, 
June 29 is celebrated as the feast of Sts. Peter 
and Paul, together. This year, on the feast of Sts. 
Peter and Paul, we take note that the successor 
of Peter has called on the Church to celebrate a 
year of St. Paul, the “thirteenth apostle” of our 
New Testament tradition.

Unlike previous years of observation declared 
by the Holy Father – Marian Year, Year of the 
Eucharist, etc. – a Year of St. Paul carries with 
it a particularly scriptural, evangelical and theo-
logical bend. It is scriptural in that most of what 
we know of Paul, and virtually all of Pauline 
teaching and tradition, comes from the New 
Testament writings. Paul is a main character in 
the Acts of the Apostles, while he wrote or is 
attributed to more than half of the New Testament 
epistles. Thirteen out of 27 books of the New 
Testament have his name associated with them. 
It is evangelical in that most of Paul’s activities in 
the Acts of the Apostles are missionary journeys 
to spread the Gospel to the Gentile communities 
of the Roman Empire and presumably (Acts 
25:11-12) to the emperor himself! 

It is theological in that Paul is very much 
the theologian of the New Testament. Some 
scholars speak of the “Gospel According to 
Paul” referring to the epistles which, while 
not biographies of Jesus, nonetheless express 
“good news” of the mystery of our salvation 
in Christ. It is in the epistles that Paul makes 
many of the connections between Jewish 
scripture and tradition, and their fulfillment in 

Jesus; between the mystery of Christ and our 
call as his followers, the Church. While Paul 
is not a character in any of the Gospels, some 
scholars suggest his influence in at least three 
of them – particularly Mark, believed to have 
been a resource for Matthew and Luke. Indeed, 
a theology of the Eucharistic Sacrifice (1 Cor. 
11:17-34), including the very formula of the 
Last Supper used in the Mass (1 Cor. 11:23-26), 
was put into writing by Paul before it was ever 
included in any of the Gospels.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly to 
us as a worshiping community, Paul is read 
during the vast majority of the Sundays and 
Solemnities when the Church gathers to cel-
ebrate the Eucharist. With few exceptions, the 
Second Reading is usually taken from one of the 
letters St. Paul wrote to the various communities 
of the early Church. As part of our Scripture, 
Paul continues to evangelize to us who hear his 
writings read to us week after week.

Pope Benedict, the successor of St. Peter 
and, himself an exceptional theologian, has 
given us a great gift in declaring this Year of St. 
Paul. There are few, if any, devotions centered 
on Paul. Yet there are also few, if any, schools 
of theology or traditions of Church teaching that 
are not grounded in the writings of the Pauline 
tradition. Indeed any reflection on the life and 
legacy of St. Paul is invariably a reflection on 
the very foundations of our faith as expressed 
throughout the centuries by gifted and inspired 
theologians, beginning with St. Paul.

For us priests, it will be a particular chal-
lenge (but in my mind a welcome one) to dedi-
cate our preaching throughout this year to the 
Second Readings read during the Mass (rather 
than the First and the Gospel). In this way we 
can effectively make this Year of Paul a tangible 
part of the lives and worship of our parishioners. 
(I for one hope we are encouraged to do so by 
the parishioners themselves; so, folks, feel free 
to get on our cases.)

So as we begin our Year of Paul on this 
Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul, let us proceed 
through this year with particular attention to 
Paul as he continues his missionary work among 
us today, proclaiming his Gospel, explaining his 
theology and helping us grow in our understand-
ing of faith in and through his writings in our 
Sacred Scripture.

Father Bill Nicholas is parochial vicar at 
Our Lady of Loretto, Novato, and author 
of “I Saw the World End: An Introduction 

to the Bible’s Apocalyptic Literature.”

A READING FROM THE
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
ACTS 12:1-11

In those days, King Herod laid hands 
upon some members of the Church to 
harm them. He had James, the brother 
of John, killed by the sword, and when 
he saw that this was pleasing to the Jews 
he proceeded to arrest Peter also. It was 
the feast of Unleavened Bread. He had 
him taken into custody and put in prison 
under the guard of four squads of four 
soldiers each. He intended to bring him 
before the people after Passover. Peter 
thus was being kept in prison, but prayer 
by the Church was fervently being made 
to God on his behalf.

On the very night before Herod was 
to bring him to trial, Peter, secured by 
double chains, was sleeping between two 
soldiers, while outside the door guards 
kept watch on the prison. Suddenly the 
angel of the Lord stood by him and a 
light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter 
on the side and awakened him, saying, 
“Get up quickly.” The chains fell from 
his wrists.

The angel said to him, “Put on your 
belt and your sandals.” He did so. Then 
he said to him, “Put on your cloak and 
follow me.” So he followed him out, 
not realizing that what was happening 
through the angel was real; he thought 
he was seeing a vision. They passed the 
first guard, then the second, and came to 
the iron gate leading out to the city, which 
opened for them by itself. They emerged 
and made their way down an alley, and 
suddenly the angel left him.

Then Peter recovered his senses and 
said, “Now I know for certain that the 
Lord sent his angel and rescued me from 
the hand of Herod and from all that the 
Jewish people had been expecting.”

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
R. The angel of the Lord will rescue 
 those who fear him.
 I will bless the Lord at all times; his 
 praise shall be ever in my mouth. Let 
 my soul glory in the Lord; the lowly 
 will hear me and be glad.
R. The angel of the Lord will rescue 
 those who fear him.
 Glorify the Lord with me, let us together 
 extol his name. I sought the Lord, and he 
 answered me and delivered me from all 
 my fears.
R. The angel of the Lord will rescue 
 those who fear him.
 Look to him that you may be radiant 

 with joy, and your faces may not 
 blush with shame. When the poor one 
 called out, the Lord heard, and from 
 all his distress he saved him.
R. The angel of the Lord will rescue 
 those who fear him. 
 The angel of the Lord encamps around 
 those who fear him, and delivers them. 
 Taste and see how good the Lord is; 
 blessed the man who takes refuge in 
 him.
R. The angel of the Lord will rescue 
 those who fear him.

A READING FROM ST. PAUL’S 
SECOND LETTER TO TIMOTHY
2 TM 4:6-8, 17-18

I, Paul, am already being poured out 
like a libation, and the time of my depar-
ture is at hand. I have competed well; I 
have finished the race; I have kept the 
faith. From now on the crown of righ-
teousness awaits me, which the Lord, the 
just judge, will award to me on that day, 
and not only to me, but to all who have 
longed for his appearance.

The Lord stood by me and gave me 
strength, so that through me the proc-
lamation might be completed and all 
the Gentiles might hear it. And I was 
rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord 
will rescue me from every evil threat 
and will bring me safe to his heavenly 
Kingdom. To him be glory forever and 
ever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
MT 16:13-19

When Jesus went into the region of 
Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” 

They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.”

He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?”

Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my heavenly Father. And so I say to 
you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My Church, and the gates of 
the netherworld shall not prevail against 
it. I will give you the keys to the Kingdom 
of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.”

Saints Peter
and

Paul, Apostles
Acts 12:1-11;

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16:18

Scripture refl ection
FATHER BILL NICHOLAS

Lasallian Youth Assembly 
gives week of help, energy

Before heading off to their duties, Lasallian Youth Assembly members helping at
St. Dominic Parish’s Lima Center pose with its director, Dominican Sister Anne 
Bertain (third from left). From left: Julie Cozzetto, Yakima, Wash.; Ben Beering, 
Concord; Antoinette Santos, Milwaukee, Ore.; Nick Vielhauer, Denver, Colo.,

and Chris Swain, a teacher at Justin-Siena High School, Napa. 

Several Catholic ministries are among San 
Francisco organizations helping those in need 
to have benefited from the volunteer energy 
and enthusiasm of 85 members of the Lasallian 
Youth Assembly this week.

Overseen by two dozen collegiate mentors 
and adults, the high school students from 
the western U.S. based themselves at the 
University of San Francisco but fanned out 
during the day in teams to entities includ-
ing Mission Dolores School, DeMarillac 
Academy, Catholic Youth Organization, and 
St. Dominic Parish’s Lima Center.

Among other service venues were Alemany 
Farm, the San Francisco Food Bank, Project 
Open Hand, Meals on Wheels, Hamilton 
Family Shelter, and San Francisco AIDS Walk, 
the Salvation Army, and Hospitality House.

When not doing hands-on work around the 
City, the attendees prayed, listened to speakers, 
held discussions and recreated. 

The group was welcomed at the outset by 
Jesuit Father Stephen Privett, USF president.

The event is sponsored by the western prov-
ince of the De La Salle Christian Brothers. 

Lima Center at St. Dominic Parish provides 
breakfast for those in need four days per week, 
lunch on Tuesdays, showers and laundry, rest and 
respite. For more information on the center, con-
tact Dominican Sister Anne Bertain at annebop@
stdominics.org. Volunteers are welcome. 

Coordinator of the Lasallian Youth 
Assembly week is Marilyn Paquette of the 
provincial office. “This is the ninth Lasallian 
Youth Assembly and the first one to be held in 
San Francisco,” she said.
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