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Carrie Kiskila Davis
Hitting Her Stride: Investing in the Lasallian Tradition

e Ary Kelina (08-"104

Carrie Kaskila Thavis only intended on volunee

rmg [

~1 had thowght than | might want o go into teaching after college, Ier:

amd [Easallian Volunteers] sounded like o great way to tov it out,”

she recalis. Une vear, however, turmed into twa, which tarmed o il bt
§ DR 0T

i third volunteer year, Tiklowed by twie additional years

a peiticd
TOeneg,
mirroring St dohn Bapiisode La Salle’s story of "one commitment
leading to another.”

teacher at ker site. Hers as been a tmaly Lasallian o

“I had gone into it thinking thar [ would stay one year, b |
never figured on meeting such amazing people amt having
expuericnoes that affected me so deephy”

The daughter of a fenner Christinn Brother, Careie was
introduced o the Lasallion world ol g vounyg dge, Bur her own the pr
[rersanal connection o the mission Arst came eI ArSaing
Mary's College ol California, This was g stepping stone to the nex

stage of her jourmey — Lasallion Volunmteers,

I was steuck by the work — eaching in an underserved
community — and semething about bt drew me in,"said Carrice

Mot having studied edecation in college, Carrie's volunteer
placement ar the San Miguel Schools Chicago—DBack of the Yards
posed new and cxeiring challenges. As a firsi-year weacher. Carmic
remembiers struggling through each day of teaching sixth grade,
rebying on fellow volunteers and Lasallian sassaciates for suppor
and vncouragement, This support aeowerk. along with the eye-
apenng expenences her fiest vear presenced, led Carrie o decide
fo retwrn to San Miguel, For the Integral Liheral Ams major, each
af. Carrde's five wvears in Ch t guided her deeper in her
imvestiment in Lasallian ministry, and closer to her true
VOO0

“I i thar the Lasallian Mission driows prople who are
kind, committed, eoer coand nterested in o the well-
being of the whale chilid)” said Carrie, who went on o

receive hor Masters  Degree of Bducation alter her vears
at-dan Miguel, “Fhose are the kinds of people 1 fike
work with and who make me o better person.”

Carmie's commimment o Lasalllon se
Her path led her to another Miguel seliool

Arademy in San Franciso

vice cont i
e Maritlias
where she has taughe for the
past seven years, Camie’s dedication has  extended
besand the classroom as well, including her involvement
i the 2007 Spoke 'N Word Bike Tour, an initiative
sporsored Iy the Lasallian Partners for the Economically

Poor 1o raise movey foe and promone [neracy,



20 Years

IDES OF HOPE
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Mavrilyn Paquette

A Lasallian Leader: Building Community

iy Amber Paliver

Sometimes the call 1o leadership comes with 3 feeling af fir, “Truring my time in Providen I lived  with

For Marilyn Paguette, that sense o knowing she'd arrived where she necded Br. Lawrence Govene, FSC (o "Lars” as we called him),
L e began when she stepped foot an the ramgus of Saint Mary's College of and Br. Charles Kison, F5C. He faught me the
California, rransferring in 1995 s g Juninr, impartance i perseverance ina leader: Lars Started the

"L didn’t know how | was going 1o alTord SMC, but | knew | was sl o i 5":’”1 Miguel “f':T_r:"jj' I wasn’t an o road, but he
g0 there,” said Paguetie. “After graduation [ wasn't quite ready 1o leave, so | '?CFSP"""‘:“:d Hr“”ﬁ""{_]“? !”l"“_r ‘olunteess . L NE
hecame o hall dirceton A vear and a half later, | applice 10 the Lasalllan :.m:m!uzu\;y ”“'! the Lasallian I":m:ly i urd_{-_: L% 'L'E"II_ i
Valunteers and made 3 visit to the San Miguel Schaol in Providence. BRI, Tha .l'{hm:lj "-’;'.”n:")".h”w‘ .l ru:] ;. fmf‘ml lwh‘m“.”f |}r(I]j3t’.FIEI!
same sure feeling that 160 me konow | was doing to attend SMC was there in H l"-'“””""“".]“gh schaols. l'ﬁ."r' SChS. o paTitIpaung as
Frovidence as well a team. building community. aml working 1owarnd a

: N . ’ commen goal”
As a Lasallian Volunteer ["a9-101), Marilyn began developing the leadership 5

i : ; T raleas Divcctor of Lasallian Studenr Progmims
skills she employs and weaches 1o others in the Lisallian _In her rale as Dirce or of Lasallian Student Program
SRR for the Dffce of Education at the De La Salle [nsrirute
Family today, kel : : h . - ; )
et : . i MNapa, CA Marilyn pavs forward the leadership skills
‘Each purnt of my Lasalllan jourmey Las :

: ; he deval o I' she leurned heginning with her yeurs of serviee as o
- | e Wil . 3 . ’ 3 =
tught and required the deve Dpment o Lasallian Volunteer

new =kills including  orsanization  and
plating, fexibility, time management,
effective communication,  éommunity -
minded thinking, problem solving,
Faith-hased leadership, and even being
abhle to laugh @t myself and no1 ke

Farming leaders who work an local . amd il
levels s a kallmark of the Lasallian family, Marilyn
encourages students and volunteers to have faith in
themsclves, the Lasallian community near amid far aned
the students and clicns they serve.

things too seriously. From teaching “lrust that you are where you are for a resson,”
im the classroom 1o Hving in Marilyn says,

cammunity 1o running & week-long Ever if the fir o't os inimediace s It was for
service  trip,  cach  experience Marilyvn, the leadership lessons learmed can he prassed
requires differcnt skills, 1am called aborgd i the: Lasallian communiny, +

fo- give more of myselt in and 1o
thi= Lasallian  mission than | = :
thought possibile.” Marilvw ds on the San Frawcisco District

Farming leaders in the Lasallian Lewdersiip reanr as e Diveeror of Lasallian
COmMUNiLY requires learning from
others within the group and then
passing along the lessons learmed,
For Marilyn, daily lessons have
been learned  through  the
leardership of others within

this Family,

Stilent Pragrams for the Office of Edueation

il D Lo Salle Instiiie

EE St oDe La Salle wsed 1o sy thar e Brorhees' rocation was o jouch
ears, It b5 evidenr that vou huve touched frears, are touching hearts

rodax. and will wuek hearrs tomorrow. And that is g major itifecive of

the Las

i Valunieer Progran to help peveple feaen tooronel) Lewris, "

— Br. John Johnston, former Superior General
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Chris and Kristen Giangregorio

LV Marriage and Love of the Program

v Jennifer Warnock

Chris. and Kristen have given themselves to work in the
educational field because of the children they teach, The two have
dedicated their teaching careers o working in ungler-servedl
neighborhoods, such as north 56 Lonis, Harlem, and  San
Franciseo’s Tenderloin. They wanted 1o help provide an
“optimistic and hopeful relationship.” They wanted 10 see first
penration college groduates, and they wanted to see Kids prosper
arnd urderstand that they were “doing a good joh”

Saint Mary's College 5 where Krsten Corhal and  Chris
Gizngregorio (irst became: involved with the Lasallian mission
separately.

As o Lasallinn Volunteer, Chos semved his Oest year in St Louds,
then moved on o Besurrection School in Hadem in 2002, Krsten
was supposed 0 have teken a position as a Lasollian Yolunteer in
Brooklvr: bur it was flled. So she was moved to the Resarrection
Sehool as well,

They may have attended Saint Mary's at the
sanmwt dme, yel 2000 miles away
servind in Hadem s owhere Chris
and Eristen met. Chris and Keisien
spent 8 ot of 1ime with cach
other amd their other  house
maates. During one aight out in
New York Cite when they had
hoth been stood up by thelr
dates, they reabzed they were
Falling in lowve,

<

Through this time, spend
amorng  Family  and
[riends, they began o
realige that they had
muore than just s
friendship — they
wede [alling in
Jinvee,

Over Thanksgiving weekend 2006, Chris surprised Keswen with
d dimly lit home, flowers, o luxe dinner, and music, He was on one
knee, and Krsten, surprised. dropped her bag and said, "Arve you
really doing this right now?” This was quickly followeid by her
answer. “Yes!”

Within two vears, they returned o California and, on June 14,
2008, Chris and Kristen became the 20th LV couple to be married
in the 20 years of the Lasallian Volurmieer program, They marricd
outdoors in Sarita Cree, where they foll closer to God, To celebrate,
Chris and Kristen maide a donation in every guest’s honor to the
Lasallian Volunreers instend of purchasing wedding favors, Guesis
recelved Information on the IV and how they could volunteer.

And, officiating the woedding? Bob Sweeney, The couple felt
thiat withour Bob's help i bringing them both 1o S Louis, they
might never have married.

When asked how they felo thelr love was reprisentative of their
volanteer work, Chas replied, “Its abour pumting the, needs of
others hedome vour aown”

"Wl make sure we take care of each othen” Kristen adds. ~Our
coanmitment (o each viher is like aur cemmitment 1o the Mission.
Mo one s Torcing us t be togethen we just want to be chere.”

When we think ol velunteers, we think of oo day or two a week
At an animal shelter, or @l aosoup kitchen, In hearing: Chris and
Kristen, we are reminled what a healthy, positive relationship
should bee You can wll from listening 1o them relleet on their
volunteer work how passionale They are aboul making o child's
fife a finle bir mare hopeful.

You van onby imagine the kKind of ettect the Giangregorio’s hive
an the children whe spend time with them 7 hours a day, They
must Teel the dedication, calm, and understanding these twn
former Lasallian Volunteers gave and contlne 1o give,

This is exactly what these chifdren need most — love, =

Chris currentiy toaches ai De Marilla .'|r'.-|..'|'||._=.' i S

Frangisea, anid Keisten 5 oonrplied ar 51, Mare's College, ©A

ax- g Lasallian Teachirg Fellow



