Among the |44 participants were
40 youth, 20 Lasallion Volunteers,
|2 Brothers, and one baby.
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You are probably not VEry surprised
that you can read this. Literacy is something
that most of us take for granted. Yet in the
United States alone there are over 40 million
adults who function at the lowest of five
recognized literacy levels. n many of our
biggest cities, the functional iliteracy level is
twice the national norm — in Chicago and
Philadelphia, for example, one out of every
three adults is functionally illiterate. As
members of an organization whose avowed
mission js providing education, we recognize
that the Founder's words are still trye:

“The need for this Institute is very great.”

During the summer of 2001, Lasallian
cducators and their supporters across the
country stepped out of the classroom and
onto the road in order to promote family
literacy and to raise funds for local literacy
programs in San Miguel Schools and Lasallian
Urban Learning Centers across the nation, For
Sixty days and 4,000 miles, men and women of
all ages joined together to bicycle on country
roads, interstates, City streets and highways.
Beginning at De |4 Salle North Catholic High

School in North Portland, riders a6 young as
15 and as old as &4 joined in for part or all
of a journey that would vielt Lasallian schools
In major urban areas and end ite pilgrimage
at the San Miguel School in Providence,
Rhode Island,

This was a mobile Lasallian community
on a bicycle ride across the United States, a
community whose mission was the promotion
of family literacy by spoke and by word,
Staying at campgrounds, city parks, church
basements and school gymnasiums, these men
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SpoKe-n-Word
ding for Family Literacy

Writer: Brother George Van Grieken, FSC
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and women — numbering from 15 o 30 accord-
ing to their time commitments — would bicycle
an average of 70 miles 4 day and then spend
time in the evening speaking with others about
family literacy,

On one of the days early in the ride, we
rede into a very emall country town and found
the county fairgrounds where we would be
staying for the night. Upon our arrival, we
noticed that one member of our group had
arrived earlier and was scated on the grass
surrolnded by a group of kids who were avidly
listening to him read from 4 cowboy novel,
After a while, he asked one of the older
children to read g pit from the book, giving her
the book a5 4 gift at the end of the
8€55I0N, a book that she then asked all of ys
to autograph. In ways such as this, opportuni-
ties to promote family literacy came about.

A numberof times, the group found
itoelf being hosted by a church group or a local
family who provided both a place to stay and 4
wholesome dinner, Toward the end of the din-
ner, we would often begin an open discussion
about some aspect of literacy. What do you
remember as being important in your early
literacy growth? Who was it that helped you
become literate, and how did that happen?

What would we have to do in order to improve
the state of family literacy in this particular
community? Through questions such as these,
our own literacy and that of others became
something to be appreciated and supported.
The very fact of our literacy became almost as
amazing as the fact of this bicycle ride itoelt,



frovnt of his houge wavin
py. But there were M
moreé often than nov. ©

The most Soriking
Districts, schools, parishes

aspect of the rip Wao the providing €
people hat we mev There cool apov- Eyery A2y the group met in the
were The characters: of evening for 2 communivy meeting led by
coureé: such a8 the four rotating yolunteere: Auring which wé gpoke fom e -3 and individuals provid
tively octogenarian ladies apout the Aay' e highe and \owe any / o . - food, lodging, and ﬂ:; eF"
who dubbed themaehesd 29 community (o5ues. The following day @ p\ar\r\@d ' support. ncial

4 the e\derly ride, and praye’ ntentions: Finally it wao the

nd experience of the

gooa will, g@r\@roa‘\w, a
meeWes that alowed the

Oregon who ma
main on Lhe cauzé of

ike Har\@y‘Dav‘\o\gor\ motor-
a pathtul it

pamc‘\par\ta the
vide's focue VO re

family liperacy-:
lks who, Ridere Wero asked TO raieé
n the end, More than

mile they rode. |
120,000 wag raieed 1 support of family

a mar\r\equm in
ing av thooe paaa‘m@
ostly ordinary fo &\ for every

penly shared thelr

homee. their higtonys and their gitre
with ug 000 literacy programa and projac\;fz acr099 The
o] of mues or % country- Yev the greator ceward reache?
nethe fdngd o ¢ Shers d W mugh more deeply than ihe financial picrure
a s\g0 ot ‘{0\“\& N ’L\\VOUQ revedl: Each rider whether viding for © mile@
olhers : or 4,000 mile? pecame a 519" of faith for
5 mucﬂed- 4 ’L\\O’t WE m d durd athers and in Turn W & touched py othere It
Om‘ed\ms ] )L\\O‘h e \o 9)&8? WA through the real connection? that were
g8 de \ e 10 e made during e course of thig ride Thav the
Ny \'\’&e(‘dc\l 5 acy ot oneé \5 long-term cewards of amily liveracy aleo
ce W \S yrovd et hers came o The gurface, 8nco it tg through
2 o e \NOV\O\ ot o A \ireracy that one is able 0 connect 10
8 ect y world of othere- And in the world of
education: it 1o thost kinde of

AL one camp@rour\o\, 2 university

or gbaying there With student® who
sile, TOOK out 2 pagpipe
& and moun”

protes?

were digagind for to2
and p\ayea\ acro%o the quiet field

the Knighte ©

morning to ™ ke us @ Full preakfast and send conversatio .

ug on our way Hardly 2 day wenv vy without yery real way the Gpoke‘eroro\

our experiencing the kindneg? of surangere " crose-counvry picycle ride hap
pens every day in gach of our

Geveral aspect? of this adventuré Were

ial to ite success: OUT cormmon pagoion
nd the | agallian migsion
p@raor\a\‘n’/\@g 10

for education 2

enabled 2 wide variety of
unity. Ex’orama\y gener”
i &1 after 2 long vigoroue

| (scoube: yan drivere,
llowed the riders O

All d
Hull O o y
ay "E'L]h'”.'r

etk
Fe gears ol
Hegears right, kéep th
! P pace

tall i
Wt
un hills and wheeds!
LR B




