
 
February 26, 2018 
 
Dear Sacred Heart Cathedral Community,  
 
We are very pleased to announce that the Governance Board has unanimously recommended the 
appointment of Dr. Melinda Lawlor Skrade as the next President of Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory High 
School to Archbishop Cordileone, who fully supported and endorsed the Governance Board’s 
recommendation.  Dr. Skrade will assume the role in July 2018. 
 
Melinda has enthusiastically embraced the opportunity to become the next President of Sacred Heart 
Cathedral. She is an exceptional leader who brings passion for Catholic education, scholarship and 
experience to this leadership role.  Melinda joins Sacred Heart Cathedral embracing our mission, core values 
and commitment to excellence.  
 
Melinda comes to Sacred Heart Cathedral from Pope Pius XI High School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and has a 
broad spectrum of educational and leadership experiences at the elementary, secondary and collegiate level 
as a teacher and administrator.  She brings a breadth of knowledge in all aspects of school operations 
including strategic planning, institutional advancement, alumni relations and enrollment management. 
Melinda has had a long career at Pius XI first as teacher, then principal and ultimately President when Pius XI 
moved to the President-Principal model. Melinda holds a Ph.D. in Educational Policy and Leadership as well 
as an M.A. in American History, both from Marquette University. Melinda has connections to the Bay Area as 
close family members live here; she has also taught at St. Anselm parish school in Ross. 
 
Melinda is a woman of deep faith who has a clear sense of what it takes to be an effective Catholic school 
leader, especially in the context of Sacred Heart Cathedral. All of Melinda’s references spoke to her strengths 
as a leader. She believes that the landscape of Catholic education has dramatically broadened and that it is 
important for Catholic schools to look beyond their own community, to be outward-looking and forwarding-
thinking about change, characteristics she sees lived out impressively at Sacred Heart Cathedral.  
 
The challenge for Catholic schools is to ensure they are providing the best possible education for their 
students while remaining true to their mission and core values. She believes it is critical that Catholic schools 
carry out an “ethic of care” or “pedagogy of care” to make certain they truly educate the whole child. She is a 
strong communicator who is very engaged in the community. Melinda believes that leading Sacred Heart 
Cathedral allows her to bring her whole self to doing whatever is necessary to make sure that the mission and 
goals become a reality and to being part of a community where she can fully commit herself and work with 
others to make a difference in the lives of the students. 
 
Melinda sees a strong connection between our mission and core values and her own. She noted how this was 
evident through all she has experienced at Sacred Heart Cathedral during her visits. She is very eager to 
begin working with the Sacred Heart Cathedral community to continue to build on the school’s extraordinary 
heritage and aspirations for the future.  Melinda noted,  

“I am most inspired by the charisms of the Founders and the Community’s love for the Lasallian and 
Vincentian Family.  This gift of grace is alive in the students and their teachers. Every community member I 



met was a shining star, starting with the wonderful Brother Ron. From the thoughtful student guiding me 
across campus to proud parents at the basketball game to inspiring educators exchanging new ideas, it was 
clear that Sacred Heart Cathedral is a faith community rooted in an extraordinary mission and a culture of 
care and respect.  Yet, there was also an important focus on the future and a commitment to excellence. I am 
truly blessed to serve as the next President.” 

Dr. Skrade’s appointment brings to completion an exhaustive yet reaffirming process. The Search 
Committee’s analysis was thorough, as we vetted excellent candidates from California, Illinois, Minnesota, 
New York, Texas and Wisconsin. We gathered input from all Sacred Heart Cathedral constituents as to the 
characteristics of the ideal President. The Search Committee evaluated all of the data gathered throughout 
the process and presented this information to the Governance Board for their consideration. We extend our 
deepest thanks to the Search Committee, the Governance Board and to everyone who participated in the 
process. The transition process will begin soon. We will be sending you updates during the remainder of the 
year to keep you abreast of opportunities to meet with Melinda. 
 
We are looking forward to having Melinda and her husband Phil join the Sacred Heart Cathedral community. 
Melinda is very excited about the opportunities ahead. We know that we are putting all of the pieces in place 
to make this great school even better. 
 
On behalf of the Governance Board and the entire Sacred Heart Cathedral community, it is our distinct 
pleasure to welcome Melinda to our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

                                                             
Most Rev. Salvatore J. Cordileone 
Archbishop of San Francisco 

Sister Julie Kubasak, D.C. 
Visitatrix, Daughters of Charity 
 

Br. Donald Johanson, F.S.C. 
Visitor, De La Salle Christian Brothers 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


